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i had been playing bass for over 20 years when i
recorded my third album, bass, in 1983. it was my
first solo album. that is when i learned that
sometimes you need to reinvent yourself, because i
was still in my funky bass period. i was playing and
recording with three bands when i got the message
that i had been awarded a fellowship to the berklee
college of music in boston. it was the beginning of a
new adventure. i left brazil and went to the united
states to study for one year. when i came back to
brazil in 1984, i recorded my brazil album, which
was the result of my two-year stay in boston. i was
trying to teach myself about jazz, and i was really
frustrated because all of the lessons i took were all
about rock. in 1976, i was playing with a band called
uriah heep, whose lead singer, david byron, had
written a song called “look to your heart,” which i
sang, and then he wanted to take it into a movie. he
asked me to produce the movie, and i did. we were
looking for a bass player, and i said, hey, look at me,
i just recorded a hit single. he asked me to play the
bass, and i said, well, let me check my answering
machine, and sure enough, there was a message
saying, “abraham, it’s quincy jones. you still playing
the bass? good, because we need you.” so, when i
met quincy in the studio, he said, abraham, we need
to work on “look to your heart,” and i said, well, i’ve
got all the time in the world. i play a great bass line,
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but i’ve only got one bass, and i’m not sure how to
play bass when my hands are on the keyboard. i’m
just going to do the guitar, and then, when the time
comes, i’ll come back and do the bass.” he said,
okay, but the bass is the most important part of the
song, and you have to be able to play it.
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Top name artists also came to Laboriels studio
during this period. His work was used on a song
called Da-Da by Haitian singer Donne Diame and

producer Bob Dylan, and were featured on the track
Mujeres de Negro by Spanish rock band Los Glosas.
While recording The Shadow and the Light, a Boston
based jazz group with the unlikely name of Bubeck,
Messina, and Lopresti even hired him to play bass

on a track called Mento Caliente, which would
become a local hit. Im giving you an example of why

Im not an idiot because I remember many things,
but many things I dont. Im creating Immigrants and
Im putting the bass in the middle, and I remember

that I heard the song and I said, Oh, I like that, and I
was like, Therell be four instruments. And theres

only three instruments on the record. I was also very
close to Neal De Luca when he was recording On the

Corner, because he said, I want to play on this
record, and I said, Okay, Neal, but I dont know your
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playing style. And then I called him, and he said, I
dont really know what Im doing, but I want to play

with you, so lets do it. I have to remember that
there was a session with Johnny, and that the bass
player for the first part was Claudio, and that the
bass player that recorded the song with me was
Claudio. A lot of times, when I play something, I

play, and when I play Im in a different state of mind.
I think in the studio, we were recording The Bells of
Rhymney, and we did a bass, a very Spanish style
bass. I remember that I think in the studio, I was
playing one of the famous bass parts and then I

started to play in a different state of mind. When Im
playing in a different state of mind, if Im working on
something in a different state of mind, it probably
does not exist. Thats how I feel. Im always working
on the same thing. Im working on a little bit of it,

and in order to change the music and try to give it a
new rhythm, I like to change the state of mind.
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